'HoCP 96-540' sugarcane (a complex hybrid of Saccharum officinarum L., S. spontaneum L., S. b arb eri Jeswiet, and S. sinense Roxb. amend. Jeswiet) (Reg. no. CV-123, PI 635995) was selected at Houma (Ho), Louisiana from progeny of the cross 'LCP 86-454' (Martin et al., 1996) × 'LCP 85-384' (Milligan et al., 1994 HoCP 96-540 has a moderate population of medium-sized stalks that turn amber when exposed to sunlight. Its leaf curvature at the apex in a crop canopy is distinctively pointed, similar to parental clone LCP 86-454, rather than rounded.
× 'LCP 85-384' (Milligan et al., 1994) HoCP 96-540 has a moderate population of medium-sized stalks that turn amber when exposed to sunlight. Its leaf curvature at the apex in a crop canopy is distinctively pointed, similar to parental clone LCP 86-454, rather than rounded.
Unlike LCP 85-384, its leaf sheath pubescence is negligible. Newly exposed sheaths prominently display a white waxy coating. The dewlap is pale, and auricles are seldom more than one cm long. 
